
The coconut flan pie
at Wanna Bite Café
is a flavor marriage

uniting coconut cream
pie, flan and cheesecake.
If that isn’t happy matri-
mony, then what is?

Formerly April’s Pie
Company, the shop re-
cieved a different name
after the four new own-
ers took over the shop in
February. They had de-
cided to keep the iconic
downtown store name
until inspiration struck
them, leading to the new
name. 

“We wanted to be new
and we wanted to let
everyone know that we
still serve great food,”
said Alyssa Herrera,
co-owner. 

After building a fol-
lowing in LaBelle for
house-made custom
cakes, the mother/sister/
cousin dynamic knew it
was time to open their
own storefront. They
immediately took owner-
ship of April’s Pie Com-
pany when they heard it

was for sale.
While still keeping

April’s Pie Company’s
iconic pie recipes, Wanna
Bite Café incorporates
the owners’ heritage with
weekly Puerto Rican
lunch specials, custom
cakes and baked goods.

Guava pastries any-
one?

“You can’t just go to
any other restaurant and
pick up a coconut flan
pie,” Nicole Bhagwandin
said. 

Sugar, salt, whole milk
and their “secret” oil is
added to the flour. After
hand rolling the dough
into a soft ball, it’s then
placed in a pie tin and

pressed using a wooden
pie press. 

“Because of the oil we
use, it gives the crust
more of a salty flavor,
but when we add the
sugar it sweetens it up so
you get your mix of your
sweet and salty,” Herrera
said.

“That’s why I think the
crust is such a big hit
because you get both in
one bite.”

Clouds of white ingre-
dients are used to con-
struct the base of the
filling. Cream cheese,
whipped topping, pow-
dered sugar and vanilla
extract are thrown into a
bowl and mixed until a
thick creamy consistency
forms. 

Coconut milk, sweet-
ened condensed milk,
sweetened flaked coco-
nut and eggs transform
the mixture into a
smooth velvety flowing
tropical paradise ready
to be poured until it
touches the rim of the
crust. 

“It’s not overpowered
with coconut flakes,”
Bhagwandin said. “The
texture is close to a
cheesecake, but it’s a
little more of a custard.”

It cooks in the oven
for 15 minutes until it’s
firm on the outside, but a
little jiggly in the middle
to resemble flan. It cools
in the refrigerator for 2
hours and the pie is then
topped with whipped
topping, homemade cara-
mel sauce and toasted
coconut flakes. 

“The crust is really
flaky and breaks apart
right when you put your
spoon in,” Herrera said. 

So what’s in the Wanna
Bite name? Four differ-
ent pie sizes allow cus-
tomers to purchase pie
according to your stom-
ach’s desire; pie bites
(mini pies the size of a
silver dollar), 3-inch pies,
pie by the slice, and a
whole pie.

HOT DISH

3-in-1 pie creates a tropical oasis 
By Aubrie Greber
The News-Press

Whipped topping, homemade caramel sauce and toasted coconut top the coconut flan pie
at Wanna Bite Café. AUBRIE GERBER/THE NEWS-PRESS

WANNA BITE CAFÉ
» Where: 2269 First St., Fort Myers
» Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; also open at night
during downtown events
» Hot Dish: Coconut flan pie; whole pie $18, slice $4,
3-inch pie $2.50, pie bite $1.50
» Service: Breakfast and lunch is served all day. Call ahead
of time to see the varietys of baked goods available.
» Information: Visit wannabitecafe.com or call 337-4004
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*With this ad. Must be redeemed at 
ticket o�  ce. Excludes $5 port tax. 
Valid on all AM cruises only. 
May not be used in combination with any other 
Big M o� er or coupons, Must be 21 to cruise with us.
Expires 6/30/14

FREE
BOARDING*

Southwest Florida’s ONLY Casino 
where you can play DICE & ROULETTE!

SUMMER SPECIAL
FREE

EYE EXAM
Complete Medical Eye Exam with one 

of  our board certi� ed eye doctors
Includes Prescription for eye glasses, and tests for cataracts, glaucoma, 

and other eye diseases. Offer applies to new patients 59 years and 
older. US citizens only! Offer does not apply to Freedom and Optimum 

health plan participants.
Offer Expires 7/1/14 NPC00

SAVE $30 ON 
EYEGLASSES

One complete pair of  eyeglass frames & lenses!!!
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Not valid with other coupons, discounts, 

package offers, sale items, promotional offers, most insurance programs or non-
prescription sunglasses. $150 min. purchase. Offer Expires 7/1/14       NPC00

SENIOR SPECIALS
NEW PATIENT

“We welcome
new patients.”

Fort Myers 
466-2020

6091 S. Pointe Blvd.

Cape Coral 
458-5800

1138 Country Club Blvd.

Lehigh Acres 
368-3838
5220 Lee Blvd. Bld. 9

Bonita Springs
992-5666

3940 Via Del Rey

Thomas
Quigley, M.D.

Board Certifi ed Eye
Physician & Surgeon
www.doctorquigley.com

No Hidden Charges: It is our policy that the patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay, cancel 
payment or be reimbursed for payment or any other service examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 72 
hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination, or treatments. 43110


